Imaging of isolated cerebral mucormycosis. A report of three cases.
Mucormycosis is a rare infection in immunosupressed patients caused by fungi from the family Mucoraceae. Three types of disease spread have been described: rhinocerebral, systemic and isolated. Isolated spread is the most uncommon form, usually resulting in death. It has been described in diabetics, immunosupressed patients and intravenous drug abusers. Neuroimaging can aid the diagnosis of this entity, but biopsy remains the only reliable method. Imaging findings of Mucormycosis include abscesses and hemorrhagic or ischemic infarcts, usually in the basal ganglia and frontal lobes. Single or multiple lesions have been described as well as meningoencephalitis. Understanding these findings can help to detect the infection in an early stage. We describe three cases of isolated cerebral mucormycosis; all of them were intravenous drug abusers with one patient also being HIV positive.